Alex Lifeson:
Why | swopped this
Gibson for a Fender

WITHESSING one of Rush's porlormances
o Eheelr currend touw, il was inlerssiing 1o
note fhal guitedst Alox Lifeson now plays
Fender Stralocaslers almost axclesively
throughout the nat.

For many yoars he wes rarely seen
without & Givion in his hands bul mow the

\hn.u pxpman only uses one during he
medley of akd standards ot the end of thi
sharw, On the new 'Signals’ LP he also wsed

fars most of the time and | asked him

had precipitaled the change from

QiiEson.

< “When | first got my Fender |f was just a
replacamont lor my I Gibson 335
which I'd had since 1964, We wede doing a
show with Biue Oysber Cuoll and the ripger
wihd et um baskets far lhe PA system
didn't lhe the hams sitting on top of
ihe bass cabineis. Whal then happened was
that they vibrated themasives afl tha top of
th nblrhh and el down onlo ona ol my
double-nechk guliars, shearing the pichiaps
off and ihe body. Thion the speaked
Tl e ey

1 eouldn’t care lass aboul the doubde-

nechk, thal was gaslly replaced, bul the 335
was very special o me. 5o | teok It off the

| eoubdn play IL | just didn't feel
gomiortable with I The nechk, the bady and
the balance wore iolaily alien o ma.

Bt ihen over ihe sl coupls of years
I'we slarted o wse 1 a8 kot more. | pul
humbucking in the back pasition
and m b gol & sound thal w
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