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Geddy Lee

Vapor Trail Afterglow

Lies den Artikel auf Deutsch

Rush is a band
tailor-made for the
'Everyman’, in that they
offer something for almost
everyone. They retain a
razors edge appeal to the
rocker in all of us. As well,
they are one of the very
few progressive bands still
out there actually
'‘progressing’, making
music that appeals to
intelligence, wit and an
introspective view on the
essence of what must be
the best and worst
elements of Human Kind.

The songs by their very
nature and message
perhaps unwittingly present s
a form of 'Social
Conscience'. They are liberally peppered with intelligent lyrics through
subtle philosophies that impart logic and compassion without preaching.
There are no 'you must!' positions in their music that are often found in
current philosopies and belief systems. Instead they present a refreshing
'you might and you can' ideology. Optional, not dictatorial. These gifts
from Neil Peart, world class percussionist and drummer.

Alex Lifeson can serve up sumptuous one-of-a-kind solos at the drop of
a hat, moving then to a minimalist form of playing that perfectly carves
up all the contrast and tension needed.

Geddy Lee has a voice as singular as Freddie Mercury's or Ozzie
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Osbourne's, he sounds like no one else. Add to that, he somehow
balances the tasks of bass pedals, multiple keyboards and bass guitar.
All at the same time.

Each musician holds an equal place in the band, both as performers and
examples of world class playing ability. If ever a true definition of the
word 'band’' were needed, RUSH provides that. For as a true band of
people, they have melded together into a unit greater than themselves.
That is a rare thing indeed!

They have the respect of millions of musicians and non-musicians, the
world 'round. Hence the Everyman...

As our Cover Story this month we offer you an indepth study of Geddy
Lee. The author of the story is Christopher Buttner, a professional
publicist and the source of more than a few press releases for Mackie
Amplification and others, including many recording artists. This story was
offered to us some time ago, but with a series of delays beyond
Christopher's or our control, it took the biggest part of a year for this to
come to pass. It must be said however, well worth the wait. Any story
about a band of musicians the stature and importance of RUSH, is big
news, any day!

Preface by the editor, interview and live photos by Christopher Buttner.

Christopher Buttner: Any
plans for touring Europe and,
by the way, when was the last
time the band toured
overseas?

Geddy Lee: No, none and we
haven't been there since
1992, | believe.

Christopher: What is your
take on the long hiatus from
touring overseas?

| Geddy: Well, we hoped we
could get overseas this time
and, in fact, we made about
four different attempts in
planning an overseas tour.
We wanted to play numerous
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countries and we just had a hell of a time getting all the cities we wanted
at the times that we wanted. It also looked like it was going to be a very
complicated and expensive venture at the time, which didn’t bother us.
Also, prior to the Vapor Trails North American tour we weren't sure how
long we would be able to stay on the road and we didn’t know how we
would feel about being on the road.

We approached the Vapor Trails tour in a very tentative manner, along
the lines of, "let's do a couple of legs and see how Neil feels and see if
we're all vibing". It was just very difficult trying to get Europe in, partially,
| guess, because we didn’t really know how things were going to go, and
we couldn’t have expected to feel as good as we did by the end of the
North American tour. So we planned things in kind of a safe way. At first
we thought, "let’s just do North America", get our feet wet, see how we
feel, and then we can add on as we got stronger. If things were going
great, if we felt good, and everyone was up for staying on the road a little
longer, we'd add on Europe.

Unfortunately, that was an error because it's not just so easy to add on
Europe... that's a big part of the world. To route the tour the way we
wanted just wasn't working. Plus, we had offers from other countries
where we never played, like Mexico and Brazil. We had a huge fan base
in Brazil for 30-years and we had never gone there, so we tried that. To
make a long story short, the only possible time to do Europe was a tour
at the end of January 2003, and that would mean coming off the road for
two months and then winding the whole tour up again. Which, quite
frankly, did not go over very well.

Christopher: It looked like a hugely expensive production...

Geddy: Yes, it was. It was the kind of tour that if you connected Europe
immediately to the end of the North American leg, you can justify the
expense of Europe because its part of an ongoing production, and you
can deal with the costs. But to separate Europe out and take two months
off and then get everyone back together, go back into rehearsals
again... to do that was not anything people were willing to do. So, it's
unfortunate. The one regret | have about the Vapor Trails tour is that we
did not go to Europe and | feel terrible about letting down our European
fans. Partially, it was our error and partially it was just the fact that we
could not predict how we would feel three months into the Vapor Trails
tour. By the time we realized that we were strong enough to keep going,
the Gods of Scheduling were just not cooperating. | do feel good that we
hit two countries that we never played in before. Although we dissatisfied
our fans in Europe, we satisfied our South American fans, so we
accomplished something on that ground. | can promise that the next time
RUSH tours, and | have no reason to feel there won't be another RUSH
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