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Rush has sold millions of albums since its formation in Toronto in 1969 and has some of
the most fervent fans ever seen in rock 'n’ roll.

But in 1998, due to twin tragedies in the life of drummer Neil Peart, the group went on a
hiatus that had the band members doubting whether the group would ever reunite.

"Oh yeah, for sure,"” singer-bassist Geddy Lee said in a recent phone interview from
Toronto. "None of us knew exactly what would happen. We just basically left the band in

suspended animation.”

&m_g_]__m[;;ﬂiﬁgyghmr had died in a car accident and cancer claimed his wife a vear
later, He spent time coping with the devastating losses by riding his motorcycle all over

North America.

Lee was making his first solo record. 2000's My Favorite Headache, when he finally heard

from Peart, 49

"He expressed a desire (o talk 2 again," Lee

was coming."

Last year, Lee, FMMM&MMM on Vapor Trails, which
was [ his year, The group’s world tour kicks off Friday night at 8 at the
Meadows Music Cenrre in Hartford.

Not surprisingly, since Peart writes the lyrics for the band, Vapor Trails has some of the
band's most personal lyrics.

"That's true," Lee said. "He's gone through a lot over the last five years so it was
inevitable that it would find its way into what he writes.

"On this record, 1 think it was important for him to continue to work through all these

events of his life through his lyrics. | guess it was a natural way of exorcising certain
thoughts and feelings."

Vapor Trails received glowing reviews after its release and the major reason cited is for
Rush's return to its roots as the prototypical power trio. In other words, no synthesizers.

"1 Ihln!-; that's sumﬂhlng ;hat ha; been @mlng Fgr qu Ig a whlle Lec said "I think the last

seems a l:!tlc: more obvious for m reason._

"It was a decision we made a couple of records back to start stripping back the sound,
This time we just kind of said 'OK, let's make sure we don't succumb to the temptation of




Rush's 1998 live album, Different Stages

the benefits of g_w_m_

h ith the results Vapor Trails, calling it "very focused” and
filled with "a lot of passion _@d_g_[ﬁ_gf_gpg_,_

"In some ways it reminds me a lot of the work we did on records like 2112 and, more
accurately, Permanent Waves." he added

Connecticut's Rush fans get the first chance to see the band Friday night when the group
plays its first show together in more than five years. Lee has mixed feelings about life on
the road.

“I've kind of finally built myself an actual personal life in the last five vears, so it's a little
difficult to leave my Kids and all that." he said "[But] plaving live is an important part of
being a musician, 1 think. I'll just learn to adapt my actual life to do this for a while."

I'um on lﬂuraﬂcn.sluna]iv He lnes hls hcx‘t not to d:;g;m_llxi_{__anq!ﬁ life too mg;gh when

Rush hits the
"I just don't want them to live their lives as satellites to me." he said. "1 don't want to send

m e to th what I do is more important than what they're doi
What he and his bandmates will be doing on il'us tour is two sets that w11l run well over an
r each. e ill migh ‘the Rush

zealots in attendance.

"They're gluttons for punishment, what can 1 tell vou." Lee said with a laugh "They're

ucrﬁ:tnned live befure r

"We're unch of W on't know," L
said, _:_l_;_q;pw there are at lﬂ.ﬁt three things that we hﬂ\rmt played in quite some time and
at least one song we've never played [live]."







